“My blues looks so simple,
so easy to do, but it's not.
They say my blues is the
hardest blues in the world
to play."

The Blue Note
April / May 2018

Sunday Blues Jam
Celebrating - Muddy Waters
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29 April, 1pm – 4pm @ The Royal Oak
Launceston Blues Club are jamming up in April to play
tribute to the influential Mississippi Delta blues style of
Muddy Waters.
Thirty-five years ago, on April 30, 1983, the world
mourned the passing of the ‘King of Chicago Blues’. He
played a key role in the development of electric blues and
rock-and-roll, using amplification to make the music
more ferociously physical instead of simply making it a
little louder!
With songs like, Rollin’ Stone, and Mannish Boy along
with guitarists and bands that were influenced by
Waters, such as Jimmy Page, Johnny Winter, Jeff Beck,
and The Rolling Stones, we are sure in for some great
music – yet again!
LBC welcomes musicians of all levels and ages, original
and cover artists. All musicians are welcome to perform
any of their favourite blues & roots tunes and grooves.
Don’t forget to book a table for lunch.
Royal Oak: 6331 5346
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New Members
Receive 2 months free Membership!
Sign-up now and renewal will
be due 1 July 2019.

President’s Report
Hi Everyone - I am writing this monthly report as a standin for our very capable President Rayma who is taking
leave for a short time.
We are pleased to be launching our 'Youth in Music'
program. This month, the winners of last months Forth
Valley Blues Festival playoffs - The Fergusons, welcome
Buddy Guy inspired Melbourne-based acoustic blues
guitarist, Rhiannon Simpson on-stage at The Oak. The
LBC now have tickets available online, either through the
LBC Facebook or our Webpage
The LBC are proud sponsors for the 2018 Launceston
Competitions Blues Award, being held in May..
Also in May, we look forward to our annual Oatlands 'jam'
day. The bus has been booked and judging on past years
a great time will be had by all. Your seat for the bus can
also be booked online, but get in early as numbers are
limited.
Sunday 'jam' sessions are always a highlight but, I would
like to encourage members and friends to support some of
our other gigs.
Our hard working Committee put
in enormous effort to obtain acts; unfortunately they are
not always well attended.
On the April 29th our monthly 'jam' theme will be the
Muddy Waters. I had the great pleasure of seeing Muddy
in the early seventies. See you all at 'The Oak'
Stephen Phillips - Acting President

LBC Committee
2017/2018
Acting President: Stephen Phillips
Vice President: Stephen Phillips
Secretary: William Palmer
Treasurer: John Toulson
Membership: Erica Maxwell
Blue Note Editor: Victoria Wardlaw
Committee: Julie Roach
Kay Maloney
Alan Purdey
John Lovell
Tanya Catelli

Summary of March Committee Meeting

Welcome to our New Members

The Launceston Blues Club committee met for our monthly
general meeting on Tuesday 10 April 2018. The committee
discussed a number of issues including the results of the
recent members survey and how we can apply what we
learned from those who participated.

Clive Wensley
Brad Brandenburg
Andrew Goodwin, Megan Jolly & Oliver
Jolly-Goodwin
Genevieve Norris & Jeffrey O’Neil
Ian (Chook) McLean
Gary Pine
Tanya Catelli & Perry Grayson
Rick Anderson
Chris Okunbor
Mark Carter
Danny Crawford
Ben & Lindy Wetselaar
Barratts Music

Respondents would like the club to organize more events
and gigs. We now have several exciting Launceston Blues
Club events scheduled. These include the popular young
Blues artists Rhiannon Simpson, and the Fergusons,
performing at the Royal Oak Hotel on the 28th of April, the
annual Oatlands Jam Day at the Oatlands RSL on the 27th
of May and the Tamar River Blues Cruise on the 7th of
October.
We love that you are enthusiastic about live music and we
are working toward holding more events across this year, if
we get good attendance at these upcoming events.
So come along, enjoy some great music, support your club
and spend time with some great people who love the
Blues.
Cheers - William Palmer, Secretary LBC
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Next LBC Committee Meeting
8 May
7.30pm @ Royal Oak Hotel
Members are welcome to attend
by registering at
launcestonbluesclub@yahoo.com.au

About the Launceston Blues Club
The Launceston Blues Club is a non-profit organisation run by volunteers. The club aims to
promote and present Blues and Roots music to the music lovers of Launceston.
LBC Committee meetings are held on 2nd Tuesday of the month, 7:30pm at the Royal Oak Hotel.
All financial members are welcome.
The LBC Sunday Jam Session, on the last Sunday of the month (except December), is held in the
Boatshed at The Royal Oak Hotel, 1pm-4pm. We are trialling to include a tribute-set each month.
Check out our Facebook event or our new website for the schedule. If you wish to gain stage
experience, and want an opportunity to play with musicians of varying levels – come on down.
We encourage musicians of all ages and accomplishment to attend. Audiences greatly appreciated.
NEW - Online tickets available.
Funds raised by ticket sales enable LBC to host
& support activities for keeping the blues alive.

Membership Benefits

In the recent LBC survey, respondents
expressed support for events to engage and
promote youth in Blues.

LBC membership entitles the holder to:
•

Members Only monthly newsletter and
discounts at participating businesses.

•

Corporate members may advertise their
services through the Blue Note.

As proud sponsors of the Launceston
Competitions Blues Award for schools,
Launceston Blues Club is celebrating the launch
of the 2018 Youth in Music program.
Check out the event
https://www.facebook.com/events/20586286010

The following businesses provide discounts
to Launceston Blues Club members.
•

Royal Oak Hotel – 20% off main meal
at ALL times

•

CD Centre, Kings Meadows – 10% off
purchases

•

LBC welcome our members contributions,
comments, letters, profiles, album reviews, concert
or gig guide information and reviews and
interviews.
All articles, or details of upcoming gigs should be
received no later than the 15th of the month.

Dobson Guitar Services – 10% off
parts & strings other services
negotiable

•

Heals & Souls Dance World – 25% off
Ballroom/Latin lessons

•

Rory’s Hot Spuds – Evandale Markets
& events, show your card

•

Blue Note Contributions

Send to launcestonbluesclub@yahoo.com.au
**LBC Blue Note Committee reserves the right to
decide what part of any contribution is or is not
published.

LBC CONTACT INFORMATION
Email: launcestonbluesclub@yahoo.com.au
Facebook: Launceston.Blues.Club
Web: www.launcestonbluesclub.org
Post: PO BOX 7683, LAUNCESTON. 7250

The Coin and Stamp Place (Hobart)
also offers discounts on medal
mounting and selected products
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LBC Survey Results
By Julie Roach

2018 Launceston Blues Club Survey Results
Thank you to all who recently completed our survey in March. We also completed a pilot of the survey
back at the Xmas 2017, Sunday Jam Session.
Respondents represented, 66% current members, 20.5% are interested in membership and 32% were
musicians.
The following results are a summary of what we have learned about the Club from your responses to
both surveys.
-

Acknowledged Will’s amazing efforts at jam sessions and also the good lighting effects at Jams
sessions.
60% of people who completed the survey, attend the Jam sessions and about 20% of those
people attend 7 or more jam sessions per year.
Mostly people prefer to attend gigs on Fri or Sat nights (67%) or Sundays (70%).
Mostly (63%) people prefer an early start for gigs (7.30/8pm) or Sunday afternoons (63%).
78% of people do not want to pay more than $15 for local artists and 66% people want to pay
less than $40 for national /international artists.
People appreciate a comfortable, relaxed venue with good sound and seating, not too noisy,
good drinks that aren’t too expensive. Dance space for some is important along with food
availability and ambience.

There are several specific comments the Committee are considering and planning some action.
What you told us
People want the club to promote blues
music, provide information about blues
and organise events

Suggested an A frame sign outside the
Royal Oak on jam days and for any
events
Explore links to other clubs – eg Jazz
Club

Jam day feedback
- Have a blackboard for people to write
up if they want to play – columns for
musicians and singers
- Control the volume more
- Promote availability of earplugs
- Promote availability f piano
- LBC owning gear?
More events – with focus on Blues and
Roots (not Rock)
- work with others to have more events
eg Jazz Club
- engaging more with young people
Several people volunteered skills

What we plan to do
• Continue to use Blue Note to disseminate
information about the Blues
• Regular radio airtime, City Park Radio
• Seeking opportunities to promote Blues
–
2018 Launceston Competitions Blues
Award
–
Seeking to engage schools in a blues
music event

•
•
•
•
•

Progress to date/
proposed timeline
Club monthly
newsletter.
New website
Launch Youth in
Music this month.
Emails and calls to
secondary schools
April 2018

• Investigating costs for a board???

New Jam Day information sheet emailed to all after
the March 2018 bumper Jam day
Guidelines for Jams available on the web
Announcements during Jam sessions

There was also a question regarding preparedness
to pay for touring bands /events and people want
music at minimal costs.

We will be in touch with people who volunteered
over the coming weeks

Rhiannon Simpson
booked for April 28 with
Ferguson Brothers a s
support act
Blues Cruise for October
7 2018 being planned
Now to end May

~ Muddy Waters ~
By Alan Purdey

Gypsy woman told my mother
Before I was born,
You got a boy- child’s comin
And he’s gonna be son-of-a gun
He’s gonna make pretty woman’s
Jump and shout
Then the world gonna know
What this is all about
Don’t you know I’m here
Everybody knows I’m here
Well, you know I’m the hoochie coochie man
Everybody knows I’m here

~ Muddy Waters ~
4 April, 1913 – 30 April, 1983

Well, I’m goin’ away to leave
Won’t be back no more
Goin’ back down south,child
Don’t you want to go
Woman I’m troubled, I be all worried in mind,
Well baby I just can’t be satisfied,
And I just can’t keep from cryin’.

(I’m Your) Hoochie Coochie Man (Willie Dixon)
th
January 7 1954

Herein also lies the revolution Muddy brings to blues
lyrics. Most of his contemporaries had a rigid three
line blues lyric formula – AAB.
Muddy’s songs used rhyming variations on the four
phase song form – ABAB in outline – using
syncopations to make eight lines out of four. Check
out the lyrics to Hoochie Coochie Man again – the
verse is of the ABAB formula and the chorus the
AAB. Here is the genius – respect the history and
expand the scope.

I Can’t Be Satisfied (McKinley Morganfield)
Recorded April 1948.
This Muddy Waters original sends shivers down my
spine every time I hear it played. It is the raw Delta
blues sound of Muddy’s native Mississippi that he
was later to successfully transform into the Chicago
blues sound we all love.

Muddy often reminds us in his lyrics that the blues is
the only song form in English that allows the singer
Alan Lomax noted in The Land Where Blues Began (anyone) to pose problems, raise issues, make
that when he first interviewed and recorded a complaints and then provide a cynical or satirical
young Waters in the Delta “ I remember thinking response.
how low key Morganfield was, grave even to the From a tiny rural area in the Delta, raised by his
point of shyness. But I was bowled over by his Grandmother who nicknamed her toddler “Muddy”
artistry…He sang and played with such finesse, from his habit of playing in the puddles outside their
with such a mercurial and sensitive bond between country shack (the “Waters” came later) he moved
voice and guitar, and he expressed so much north to Chicago. The rowdy juke joint blues he
tenderness in the way he handled his lyrics, that played acoustically in the Delta would need to be
went right beyond all his predecessors – Blind modified for the sophisticated audiences on the
Lemon, Charley Patton, Robert Johnson, Son south side of Chicago.
House and Willie Brown”.
“When I went into the clubs, the first
Compare this early style of Muddy Waters with the
thing I wanted was an amplifier”.
more mannish and assertive style that emerges
with his transformation in Chicago:
This was how he came to dominate the capital of
the blues.
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~ Muddy Waters ~
By Alan Purdey
Happy Birthday Muddy - April 4th 1913

Muddy Waters, like Ellington, became a great
bandleader. He recruited an all-star combo that
played his sound and backed his singing, but, while
most blues bands broke up, Muddy, like Ellington,
held his band together for years on end due in large
part to Muddy’s deep rooted sociability.

Such a huge catalogue - What should you listen to?
Here are three of my favourites:
1.

His band evolved from a country string band to a
wind plus string orchestra of blues complete with the
magic of Otis Spann’s piano, Little Walter’s
harmonica and Willie Dixon’s dominating upright
bass presence.

Muddy Waters – The Anthology (2001 MCA
Records, Santa Monica, CA). 50 of the Aristocrat and
Chess sides that made Muddy a leader of the
Chicago Blues pack. Covers years 1947-1972

2. Muddy Waters Classic Concerts (DVD) (2005
Universal Music Group) Covers 3 Historic Concerts
– Newport Jazz Festival USA 1960,
Copenhagen Jazz Festival Denmark 1968 and
Molde Jazz Festival Norway 1977. The Newport
concert has definitive versions of Got My Mojo
Workin as well as Rollin Stone. Copenhagen is
with his amazing 1968 band with Otis Spann. It
burns with fire and finesse throughout,(I’m Your
Hoochie Coochie Man, Long Distance Call) and
at Molde 30 years after the first concert now the
elder statesman Muddy and band tear into
songs like Baby Please Don’t Go

Muddy’s band members over time are a Who’s Who
of blues greats – Jimmy Rogers, Pat Hare, Buddy
Guy, and Bob Margolin (guitars), Little Walter,
Junior Wells, Robert Cotton and Big Walter Horton
(harmonica), Willie Dixon ,Ernest “Big” Crawford,
Calvin Jones, Sonny Wimberley and Andrew
Stephenson (bass), S.P Leary, Fred Below, Francis
Clay, Clifton James and Elgin Evans (drums) and
Otis Spann, Layfayette Leake and Pinetop Perkins
(piano)
With a band with these names the “Boy” from the
Deep South had moved to “I’m the Man” in the
Middle West – it was this that attracted the British
youth, breaking away from parental control, wanted
for their rock revolution in the fifties and sixties and
spawned bands like the Rolling Stones, The
Yardbirds and John Mayall’s Bluesbreakers.

3. Fathers and Sons (Originally released as Chess
double album August 18, 1969. Reissued 1972 MCA

As Son House and
Robert Johnson had passed on to Muddy so he
as the Patriarch of Chicago Blues passed the
baton to the younger generation – Michael
Bloomfield, Paul Butterfield, Donald “Duck”
Dunn, Sam Lay and Buddy Miles Muddy with
his long time pianist Otis Spann complete the
line-up – the songs “are spaced not only to
preserve the purity and emotion of the originals,
but to further capture the skill and exuberance
among the players”
Records, Santa Monica, CA )

In spite of Muddy’s newfound prosperity and fame,
he remained a serious Delta bluesman, deeply
attached to his blues background and loyal to his
masters from whom he learnt his art:
I leave you with sage words from the man himself:
“I had in mind I wanted to play close
between Son House and Robert
Johnson.
I did Chicago a lot of
good…You see the blues is tone, deep
tone with a beat…. By itself that sound
would never have made it in Chicago. I
guess I’m one of the first people who
was thinking of that sound, learning on
that sound and when I got here I found
that people could get close to that
sound”.

Enjoy!
Acknowledgement to Alan Lomax (1915-2002) The
Land Where the Blues Began. New York, The New
York Press, 1993
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Blue Note Chit-Chat
with Tanya Catelli

This month, Tanya interviews Lynden Ferguson,
manager and father of the winners of the Forth
Valley Blues Festival play-offs, The Ferguson
Brothers.

Tanya: You have three talented sons; Lucas,
Zachary and Jake. How did they get involved in
music?
Lynden: I started teaching Lucas guitar at the
age of six. I soon began jamming with him and
his younger brother, who had picked up the
bass. Before long it had evolved into the
“Ferguson Family Band”. As they were home
schooled, we rehearsed and played most days
together with music forming a major part of their
education.

The Ferguson Brothers will be supporting
Melbourne blues guitarist Rhiannon Simpson
at the Royal Oak on Saturday, 28 April, 9pm.
Tanya: Are you involved in their music career and
where do you see their musical career headed?
Lynden: Post the family band; I am now their
manager, which includes carrying a lot of gear
around. I love it and enjoy watching them perform.
Musical career? Now this is a hard one. The reality
is, is that they are giving it a go and I believe that if
they want to make a career out of playing, they
certainly can. Although I got them started, my
approach is simply giving them the best advice
and support I can, so they can make informed
decisions.
Along the way, there have been some big
decisions that have included remaining in home
schooling and not following a traditional
path. Lucas pulled out of college last year to study
and teach guitar full time. He is doing very well
teaching 30 students and learning about managing
small business. Jake is currently home schooling
in year 11 and although he is leaving his options
open, he is working on improving on bass. Zachary
is in year 9 and probably is a little on the fence, as
he is very active and loves soccer.
In the medium term, I think that they would like to
experience more travel and get into mainland
events. Putting the biased parent to the side for a
minute, I do have to say that I think they have
something special and hope that they serve the
music well, whether it’s on stage or chilling at
home.

My wife and I have ten children and think they
will all be involved with music in some way.
Recently, four of the younger kids started
busking and are coming up in the ranks, so I
expect the boys will have some competition
soon. We have a couple of daughters studying
vocals and piano and a five year old boy learning
guitar from Lucas.
Tanya: Which instruments do each of your sons
play and are they all at the same level musically?
Lynden: Presently, Lucas is on guitar, Jake on
bass and Zac is on drums. In terms of levels,
Lucas is the most advanced, with Jake on the
bass being a close second. Jake and Zac also
have a love of sport and they are probably more
balanced in that respect. Lucas on the other
hand, has always been focused solely on guitar.
He gained Honors on his Associate Diploma of
Music Performance and teaches privately.
Tanya: How would you describe their music?
Lynden: Now this is where I have to say that I
don’t know where I went wrong. I brought them
up on a strict diet of rock and gospel music, but
they rebelled and found blues and jazz!
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Gig Guide

Upcoming
Blues Festivals - Australia
17-20 May: Blues on Broadbeach
21-24 Sept: Mitchell Creek Rock ‘n’ Blues Fest
9-11 Nov: Bridgetown Blues Festival

Sunday May Jam

19 Apr:
20 Apr:
21 Apr:
25 Apr:
26 Apr:
27 Apr:
28 Apr:

Angus Austin
Max Hillmen Showband
Jeff Martin
TBA
Tori Rattray
Mick Attard
Rhiannon Simpson &
The Fergusons
29 Apr: LBC Sunday Jam
30 Apr: International Jazz Day
03 May: Daniel Chempagne
05 May: Jex and the Wayward

Oatlands
Our annual event is just around the corner.
LBC will host a Sunday Jam Session
in the historic town of Oatlands.
The Blues Bus will be
departing from Inveresk.
Book now to grab a ride!
Online tickets available from the
FB Event or www.launcestonbluesclub.org
Email: launcestonbluesclub@yahoo.com.au

Engaging Young Musicians
On Saturday, 28 April, 6pm at Royal Oak Bistro,
members are invited to bring a young musician for
a Blues Chit-chat & Eats, with the winners of last
months Forth Valley Blues Festival playoffs - The
Fergusons, as they welcome Buddy Guy inspired
Melbourne-based
acoustic
blues
guitarist,
Rhiannon Simpson.
As proud sponsors of the 2018 Launceston
Competitions Blues Award, LBC are excited to be
launching our Youth in Music program.
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Youth in Music
2018 Launceston Competitions Blues Award
Launceston Blues Club is a proud sponsor of
the 2018 Launceston Competitions Blues
Award, being held on 6pm, 24 May at Newstead
College.
The Launceston Competitions are celebrating 116
years of competitions. First held in 1902. It is the
fourth longest running Eisteddfod in Australia.
Providing performance opportunities for children,
youth, and adults, in speech and drama, dance and
music (both classical and contemporary) and a
creative writing competition.
At present the number of entrants across all our
sections is close to 3,000. We are very aware of
making an effort to adapt to the changing needs of
our community. We highly value operating as an
inclusive, welcoming group which encourages
people from all backgrounds and all performance
levels.
This year we are thrilled to work in
partnership with NOSS Disability Services who
have entered a band and some vocal soloists into
our contemporary music sections.

In 2009, we were approached by the Launceston
Blues Club to form a partnership to promote
Blues music to the youth of Tasmania. Prior to
this the LBC had conducted the Blues Award
solely. We were very happy to join forces and so
the first Youth In Blues Awards at the Launceston
Competitions was held on the night of the 16th of
May 2009. There were 15 entrants, with prizes
(sponsored by LBC), ranging from $100 to $200 .

In 2008, we identified the need to hold separate
sections for contemporary music (away from the
classical) and to provide Tasmanian adjudicators
who were both teachers and members of the local
music industry. Contemporary music is now held at
Newstead
College
in
its
state-of-the-art
performance facilities. Professional sound and
lighting is provided by Nic Parker and his students
from the college.
The entrants enjoy the
experience of performing their very own concert,
with a compare and supportive audience.

This year, there has been an improvement since
the number of entries began to decline, since
2014. In 2018, there are 5 contestants: 3 in the
16 and under 19 Section and 2 in the 12 and
under 16 years.
The entry criteria for the 2018 Launceston
Competitions Blues Award are:
• Entries to be blues and roots genre only.
• Entries can consist of solo,duo, or bandvocal or instrumental..
• Entrants to be Tasmanian residents under
19 years of age. Entrants to play a
maximum of 15 minutes with a minimum of
two tunes.
• Entrants will be judged on their overall
musicianship and performance relating to
the blues or roots genre.
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Membersh
Launceston Blues Club Inc Office Use only
062016
ip Form
Membership Form

Membership No:
...............................................
...
Date Joined/Renewed:
...........................
Members Only Special
Accepted
By: Communicate
Create
..........................................
Launceston
Blues

offers
Club
members a generous 50% off
music video clips.
From $100, Phil Dean will get
you your music clip.
Contact: 0439 936 491 or
phil@createcommunicate.com

Special Offer

Fender Fat 50's Custom Shop
Strat,
relic, Dirty Blonde, with case.
Retail $5599,
one only - used
$3699.
*Amp not included.
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Membersh
ip Form

Annual Membership Fees:
Single: $10

Tick choice below

Family: $15

Corporate: $30

* Please Note:
! Membership includes a monthly emailed newsletter, with one newsletter per Family or
Corporate membership.
! Family membership includes your partner + children under 18 years of age.
! Corporate membership includes up to 3 business partners.
* Preferred payment option is by Direct Deposit to LBC Commonwealth Bank Account
BSB 067603, Account Number 10154576 (Please use your name as reference)
Cash and cheque payment are also accepted.
Name: ..................................................................................................................................................................
Address: ..............................................................................................................................................................
Phone Number/s: (H)..................................................
(B)..................................................................
Mobile: ..........................................................................
Email (required for newsletter): ..........................................................................................................
Occupation (optional)..........................................................................................................................
Additional Names (for Corporate/Family Membership):
............................................................................................................................................................................
_____________________________________________________________________________________
*This section for if you require a receipt when paying fees to a Committee Member
INTERIM RECORD OF PAYMENT Received the Sum of: $.................. Cash/Cheque (please circle)
Date: ........................... Accepted by: ...........................................(Signed by LBC committee member)
Your membership card will be sent to you after the end of the month in which you join.

Contact Address: Launceston Blues Club Inc.
Email: launcestonbluesclub@yahoo.com.au
www.facebook.com/Launceston.Blues.Club
www.launcestonbluesclub.org

PO Box 7683, Launceston Tasmania 7250
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