
20 Years - 1999 to 2019 

The Blue Note 
The Official Newsletter of the Launceston Blues Club 

 

October 2019 

Some dates for your diary:   

Sunday 13th October 2019 

The LBC turns 20 and we are 

celebrating 

Royal Oak Hotel 2-7pm  

See inside for details 

 

Sunday 27th October 2019 

Next LBC Blues Jam  

Free entry 

2-5 pm at the Royal Oak Hotel 

All welcome BYO Instrument(s) 

 

[Grab your reader’s attention with a 

great quote from the document or use 

this space to emphasize a key point. 

To place this text box anywhere on 

the page, just drag it.] 



 

ABOUT THE LAUNCESTON BLUES CLUB 

The Launceston Blues Club is a non-profit organisation run by volunteers whose sole aim is to promote and 

present Blues and Roots music to the music lovers of Launceston.  

LBC Committee meetings are generally held every second month. Please email the LBC for details if you 

wish to attend. 

All financial members welcome. 

The club also runs a Jam Day on the last Sunday of the month, 2pm-5pm, at the Royal Oak Hotel, for those 

who wish to gain stage experience, as well as the opportunity to play with musicians of varying levels. We 

encourage musicians of all ages and accomplishment to attend. Audiences greatly appreciated. 

LBC membership entitles the holder to a monthly newsletter and discounts at participating businesses. 

Corporate members can also advertise their services through the Blue Note. 

LBC CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Email: launcestonbluesclub@yahoo.com.au  

https://www.launcestonbluesclub.org/  

https://www.facebook.com/Launceston.Blues.Club   

MAIL: P.O.BOX 7683, LAUNCESTON. 7250 

 

LBC COMMITTEE 2019-20  

President: Karen-Louise 

Baker 
Vice President:  

Alan Purdey 

Treasurer:  

Erica Maxwell 

Secretary:  

Susan Crave 

Membership Officer: 

Erica Maxwell 

Public Officer: 

Alan Purdey 

Bluenote Editor:  

Karin Grant 

General Committee: 

Kay Maloney 

John Lovell 

Jean-Charles Crave 

Julie Roach 

Dave Keller 

Andrew Mathieson 

Newsletter items – we would welcome your contribution 
Articles from our members are invited and most welcome. These 

may be in the form of comments, letters, profiles, CD reviews, 

concert or gig reviews, interviews or news items.  

All articles, including details of upcoming gigs should be received 

no later than the 25th of the month. Please send to 

launcestonbluesclub@yahoo.com.au  

The views expressed within the Blue Note submitted items are not 

necessarily those of the LBC, committee members or the editor. 

**LBC Blue Note Committee reserves the right to decide what of 

any contribution is or is not published. 

___________________________________________________ 

 

The following businesses provide discounts to Launceston Blues 

Club members upon sighting of current membership card 

Royal Oak Hotel – 10% off main meal at ALL times 

CD Centre – Kings Meadows – 10% off purchases 

Dobson Guitar Services – 10% off parts & strings 

      other services negotiable 

The Coin and Stamp Place (Hobart) also offers discounts on medal 

mounting and selected products 

Create Communicate (Phil Dean) is offering half price music videos 

to club members, starting at $100

 

https://www.launcestonbluesclub.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Launceston.Blues.Club
mailto:launcestonbluesclub@yahoo.com.au


A Word from our President 
 

It’s been a great month getting ready for the 20th anniversary of 
Launceston Blues Club.  
 
29 Oct was a great jam with interstate players rocking up and 
new local musicians also turning up for a great day of jamming, 
new members have signed up and the raffle was taken out by 2 
people, all in all a great day.  
 
Look forward to seeing everybody on the 13th Oct. 
 

Karen Baker 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

A reminder about LBC memberships: 

Renewals now all fall due on 1st July each year. 

Are you up to date? 

The Launceston Jazz Club welcomes 

Launceston Blues Club members to their 

gigs at Jazz Club members’ prices.  

LBC members will need to present their LBC 

membership card upon entry to Launceston Jazz 

Club gigs. 

https://www.facebook.com/LauncestonJazzClub/  

The Jan Preston gig shown right, is a 

Jazz Club event. 

https://www.facebook.com/LauncestonJazzClub/


Meet our Vice President and 
Public Officer (dual roles)  
Alan Purdey. 

 

When did you first come to the Blues? 

My very first LP purchase was the 1960’s release “The Rolling 

Stones” and among others, the tracks that really attracted my 

attention were “Honest I Do” a 1957 Jimmy Reed song, “I Just 

want to Make Love to You” a 1954 Willie Dixon song he wrote for 

Muddy Waters, and “I’m a King Bee” a Slim Harpo swamp blues 

song from 1957.  As I approached retirement I decided to take up 

playing bass guitar and when I re-visited what genre I needed to 

focus on, given time was of the essence, it just had to be the 

blues! 

Who are your favourite blues artists? 

I am a bit of a Chicago Blues fan so Buddy Guy, Junior Wells and Muddy Waters are 

standouts for me and having been privileged to see Buddy play a number of times he is 

probably now the last one standing from this era.  When he plays “Can’t be Satisfied” you 

can be very sure of where the roots of blues music is.  From the same era Koko Taylor and 

Big Momma Thornton were standouts as blues “torch” singers. Of course the three Kings, 

Freddie, Albert and B.B. together with the likes of Mississippi Fred McDowell and Lightnin’ 

Hopkins were all part of a very deep well to go to for blues classic style.  Of the current crop, 

keeping the blues alive, Gary Clark Jnr, Jack White, Beth Hart and Ruthie Foster are 

outstanding 

What would you like the LBC to offer musicians and punters? 

I was struck when listening to a recent ABC Andrew Ford’s, “Music Show” when he was 

interviewing harp player Phil Wiggins, Ford referred to a quote on Phil’s website that went 

something like this – “grounded in the roots, thriving in the present, reaching towards the 

future”  I think this really sums up where I would like to see LBC head so that when 

musicians and punters alike leave one of our events they might see  a club that is sure of its 

blues roots, enjoying the current music on offer but a Club,  “reaching out towards the 

future”.

 

 
 

Newsletter contributions are most welcome.   

Please send articles, reviews or other items of interest to 

launcestonbluesclub@yahoo.com.au   

We would really appreciate some of your blues news to be sent in. 

 

mailto:launcestonbluesclub@yahoo.com.au


 

The LBC turns 20 – please join us in celebration 
  
This year marks 20 years of the 
Launceston Blues Club and on Sunday 
13th October, from 2-7pm and we would 
like to invite members (current and past) 
and friends to join us in an afternoon of 
great music, catching up with old and new 
friends (you never know who may show 
up), a chance to win some raffle prizes 
and hear about the history of the LBC. 
Some Club memorabilia will be on display 
courtesy of our “unofficial” Club historian, 
Gary Hosking. 
 
Music will be provided by Pete Cornelius - 
who performed for the LBC in our very first 
year and over many years going forward, 

Black & Blues who also frequently 
performed and supported the LBC over 
many years and the third act is our own 
LBC Jammers Band, who wowed them at 
Forth Valley Blues Festival in March. 
 
Entry will be free for all current LBC 
financial members, all former committee 
members and $12 for non-members.  
The $12 entry will also provide the non-
member with a free Launceston Blues 
Club membership subscription for the 
current year 1July 2019/30June 2020. 
 
Hope you can make it.   

 

13th October 2019 PROPOSED Event Program: 

2:00 – 2:15  Open 

2:15 – 3:00 LBC Jammers Blues Band 

3:00 – 3:30 Music free for social interaction  

3:30 – 4:15 Pete Cornelius  

4:15 – 5:00 Reflections from the past 20 years 

5:00 – 7:pm Black and Blues (21 years old this year) 

 

  

 

 



  

         

      20th Anniversary - 1999 to 2019 
A 20 Year Summary of the Launceston Blues Club 

 

The Launceston Blues Club is 20 years old and that is something to be CELEBRATED !   

 

This is a very brief summary about how the Blues Club has supported and enhanced the music culture of 
Launceston.  
 
This has been due to the tremendous work of inspirational Blues Club leaders and their committees, as 
well as general members who have paid their subscriptions to keep the Club ticking along over the past 
20 years or put their hand up to help out at special events. 
 
There are many (too many for this summary) of those Blues Club people, who deserve a special 
mention, but that could be for another time. The same applies to the many great, local, interstate and 
international artists who have performed at official Club gigs. 
 
The few names that are mentioned here are integral to this summary. 
  
THE BEGINNING: 

The idea of forming a Blues Club occurred following discussions between the late Chris Bennett and a 

group of blues and roots music aficionados. They had witnessed poor attendances at blues and roots 

based music gigs in Launceston, and wondered whether a Blues Club would engender more community 

interest so that hotels would continue to present these acts. 

 

The inaugural meeting of Launceston Blues Club took place on 4th July 1999 with the enthusiastic and 

determined Chris Bennett as the first President. The newly formed club formed a partnership with Bruce 

Potter, proprietor of the Royal Oak Hotel and hotel manager, Donna Waldron. ‘The Oak’ has been the 

venue for most of the Club’s activities to this day. [The current owner of ‘The Oak’, Wendy Robbins, has 

said that the Blues Club is an integral part of her plans for the future]  

 
The newly formed Blues Club would promote live blues and roots music and support bands who wished 
to play in Launceston. The new club would also produce a newsletter, and with gigs and other activities 
provide a friendship atmosphere for like-minded people to be involved in the blues & roots music scene.  
 
 
 
 
 



A 20 Year Summary of the Launceston Blues Club- (continued) 
 
THE LOGO & BANNER:
 

A logo (at left) was created 

in the first year by Rick 

Cheshire and was used on 

merchandise and 

stationery, and later on the 

early membership cards.  

A small cloth banner 

featuring the logo was made 

by Launceston graphic artist Sally Munday. That 

banner is still in existence. 

A new logo (which is still current) was designed 

by former long-term committee member Leigh 

Murrell and approved by the committee in May 

2004. [Leigh, a graphic designer was to design 

many brilliant posters and newsletter graphics for 

the Blues Club over future years] 

  

MEMBERSHIP: 

 

Membership numbers began at about 80 in the inaugural year, rising to about 210 by 2004/05. This level 

was maintained until 2011/12. The number of members has declined somewhat in recent years to about 

100 for a number of possible reasons: life has become busier, the advent of home entertainment / social 

media, the demographic has become older and less likely to be actively involved, and only a few young 

people feeling it could be a Club for them. 

 

Membership fees were $25 for single and $40 for family from year 1. 

Membership fees were decreased to $10 for single and $15 for family in August 2002 because the Club 

was no longer presenting gigs with a subsidised door entry. A corporate membership category was 

introduced for $20 at this time, which entitled that member to free advertising in the Blue Note. The 

membership fees were increased again in January 2006 to $15 single, $20 family and $25 corporate, but 

were quickly decreased a year later to their present levels to encourage members to take up the offer of 

an emailed newsletter; a very efficient and cheap way of disseminating the Clubs information. 

 

NEWSLETTER:  

 

• In the early days, the monthly newsletter, The 
Blue Note (a clever play on words) was put 
together literally by cutting and pasting typed 
notes in a format ready for printing, stapling and 
posting – a massive amount of work. Much 
different to the modern computerised “cut and 
paste” we use today. In this period the newsletter 
was sponsored by various companies and free 
ads offered to financial members who owned a 
small business. 

• The newsletters’ primary function is to provide 
information about gigs and Club activities but is 
also a forum for members to contribute in any way 
they wish with news, reviews etc. 

• July 2002 saw the release of a new, more 
concisely formatted newsletter and new header, 

with the gigs for the month listed front and centre 
for easy access by the members. 
This format has remained to this day, although 

the header has changed from time to time, often 

in line with the change of newsletter editor. 

• In June 2004 the committee moved to offer a 
colour emailed version of The Blue Note, 
resulting in a decrease in costs and time in 
producing it. A decrease in membership fees 
occurred in January 2007.for those taking up the 
emailed offer. 

• Because it produces a newsletter the Club 
has a legal obligation under the Commonwealth 
Copyright Act, 1968, to deposit a copy of every 
newsletter with the State Library. 

 



A 20 Year Summary of the Launceston Blues Club- (continued) 

 

MERCHANDISE: 

 

Over the 20 years the Club has produced caps, badges, car stickers, shirts and stubby holders, car stickers 

as a fundraiser. Some of this merchandise is rare and likely to be collector’s items; as they are part of the 

continuous evolution of the Club 

 
OFFICIAL CLUB GIGS: 

 

The first 5 years saw a huge swag of nearly weekly superb local, mainland and the occasional o/seas acts 

playing in Launceston; many promoted by the Club to perform at The Oak as an official club gig. Other 

venues jumped on board the now resurgence interest in blues and roots music in Launceston and held 

gigs, often with the Blues Club support and promotion.  

The Club formed a relationship at this time with City Park Radio to promote official Club gigs. 

However, towards the end of year 5 it became apparent that most of the blues acts were now playing at 

The Oak and that the number coming to Launceston had decreased as other venues moved to other music 

genres as interest dropped. 

From year 5 until recent times, the number of official Club gigs was steady at a couple each month mostly 

held at The Oak, with attendance numbers variable and sometimes disappointing. 

There has been a plethora of great blues and roots acts – so many that it is impossible and unfair to pick 

a few to mention here – that’s for another time. 

 

JAM DAY: 

 

The monthly Sunday Jam Day became a regular, popular fixture in year 2, and while there have been 

periods of inaction, it continues to grow in popularity and is now the major, regular Blues Club activity. [The 

idea of Jam Day is that it’s for anyone to ‘have a go’, no matter what their level of musical ability is. All 

forms of blues and roots music, electric or acoustic are encouraged to be performed in a supportive and 

non-judgmental environment]  

Jam Day is reported on with a pictorial record in the Blue Note newsletter. 

 

INCORPORATION / CONSTITUTION: 

 

• The Blues Club is a not-for-profit organisation run by volunteers. 

• In June 2002, due to potential public liability issues, the Club stopped running gigs (that is, employing 

and paying bands) but handed over that over to the venues, with the Club promoting the acts to members, 

working with the venues to locate acts, and “doing the door” at those venues. 

• In October 2005, the Club, after much deliberation about its legal responsibilities, was incorporated 

and produced its first constitution.  

[The constitution is currently being reviewed and changed to meet new Governmental rules



A 20 Year Summary of the Launceston Blues Club- (continued) 

 

FESTIVALS & SESSIONS: 

• In November 2004, the 1st Launceston Blues Festival was held at The Saloon Bar (Hotel 
Tasmania) Due to the unqualified success of this venture, the 2nd Launceston Blues Festival 
was held in November 2005 this time at the Launceston Workers Club. 

• In November 2006, the 3rd Launceston Blues Festival was held, again at the Launceston 
Workers Club. There was no stopping the Club and more festivals were planned. 

• The 4th Launceston Blues Festival, a 2 day event, was held at the Batman Fawkner 
Hotel in November, 2007. 

• The 5th Launceston Blues Festival, another 2 day event, was again held at the Batman 
Fawkner Hotel in October, 2008.  

• The New Years Eve Sessions were held at the Boathouse, Invermay on NYE 2009. 

• A one night Winter Blues Session was held in June, 2009 at the Boathouse, Invermay 
and again at the same venue in July, 2010. 

• Blues in the Vines was held at Elmslie Vineyard in March 2012. 

• The Winter Blues Sessions format was repeated in July 2011 and July 2012 this time at 
the Archers Manor Function Centre. 

• Blues in the Garden took place in April 2013, as a fundraiser & family day for the Northern 
Suburbs Community Centre, Launceston. 

• Blues and Roots in the Garden in April 2014, continued this support for the Northern 
Suburbs Community Centre, Launceston. 

• The Club supported the Bridport Jam and Music Day in October 2014. 

• Fusion was the Blues Club - Jazz Club successful inaugural combined event, held at the 
Boathouse, Invermay in April 2019. 
 

These festivals and sessions featured some of the best and diverse local, interstate and 

international blues and roots acts. 

 

OTHER ACTIVITIES: 

 

• The Club ran a Young Blues Achiever Award at the Royal Oak Hotel in October 2006. 

• A well attended inaugural Trivia Night was held at the Boathouse in July 2010. 

• Joint Jam Days were held annually with the Hobart Blues Club at the Oatlands Hotel. 

• Blues Cruise events on the Tamar River Cruise boats have proved to be very popular  
     and well attended since 2011. 

• Since 2009, the Club has sponsored, a Youth in Blues Award at the annual  
      Launceston Competitions. 

• The Club has maintained an official presence at the Forth Valley Blues Festival for many     
      years. 

• Over the years the Club has held Family Days (jams, BBQ etc) at members’ country  
     properties and other locations. 

• A Blues Club website was established in the first year of formation. 

• The Blues Club has been involved in many community fundraising events especially when 
a member or their family has needed support.     
 



A 20 Year Summary of the Launceston Blues Club- (continued) 

 

The COMMITTEES:   

 

There have been 76 different people who have taken on committee roles over the past 20 

years; sometimes multiple roles in periods when the Club has struggled to attract committee 

members. One only has to look at the achievements listed above to realise that without those 

76 people all the great music, club friendships & community involvement, would not have 

happened in the exceptional manner that it has.  

 

Launceston Blues Club 

“Keepin’ the Blues Alive”  

for 20 years 

Editor’s note: Thank you to Gary Hosking for compiling all this 

historical  information to present to you all. 

******************************************************************* 

ATTENTION ALL BLUES HARP FANS  

in particular those attending the LBC 20 year celebrations 

I am pleased to announce that I will be 

officially releasing the revised 2nd edition of 

my 1991 book, "All Aboard! The proven 

harmonica Method", at The Launceston Blues 

Club's anniversary celebration on Sunday Oct 

13th. The book comes with an audio CD of 

the instruction.  

It is a great thrill for me to be playing there on 

the day with my great buddies, "Black and 

Blues". We have had a long running 

partnership in the blues. As a "Launnie Boy", 

I love to come up to play here. 

So, I will have copies of the book with me on the day. It retails @ 

$39.95 but am setting it @ $34.95 just for this day, Sunday 

Oct.13th. I guarantee that my instruction will get any budding 

harp player on to the right track. For further information you can 

go to: harmonicabluesbeecroft.blogspot.com OR email: 

deltablow@hotmail.com  

See You There. Yours, Most Blueswailing, 

Ian Beecroft  

mailto:deltablow@hotmail.com


Out & About in October
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hussy Hicks first ever Launceston 

Show will be on October 12 at the 

Royal Oak. 

Critically acclaimed Australian act, Hussy 
Hicks, are a tour de force featuring Leesa 
Gentz’ powerhouse soul vocals and Julz 

Parker’s revered guitar skills Prolific and accomplished musicians, Hussy Hicks have honed 
their sonic dexterity over the past 12 years with six studio albums, multiple industry awards 
and more than 1,000 live shows under their belts, from Australia’s biggest blues, roots and 
folk festivals to 15 plus international tours, which now sell out across Europe. 

Known for their emotive lyricism, energetic live shows and fiery, frenetic instrumentation, it’s 
no surprise Hussy Hicks have staying power. From Gold Coast Artist of the Year and Album 
of the Year wins to Queensland Music Award and Golden Guitar nominations, their critical 
accolades extend even further, with guitarist Parker being touted by Australian legend, Phil 
Emmanuel as ‘Australia’s top female guitar player’ and voted fifth in Bluesfest’s Guitar Hero 
fan poll, among Santana and BB King.  

https://www.facebook.com/hussyhicks/   

  

https://www.facebook.com/events/815521465484086/  

https://www.facebook.com/hussyhicks/
https://www.facebook.com/events/815521465484086/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Based in Hobart, we have been serving both local and mail order clients since 

1979.  See us for professional service and advice on buying, selling or 

insuring coins, stamps, medals and collectables and accessories.  We are 

agents of the Royal Australian Mint and Perth Mint. 

We also offer a professional medal restoration service and framing of family 
Honour Boards, etc.  We are approved medal mounters for the Australian 
Defence Force and Australian Federal Police. 
The Coin and Stamp Place     
 Shop 3, Trafalgar on Collins - 110 Collins St Hobart Tas 7000 
info@thestampplace.com    Ph: 03 6224 3536  http://www.tazitiger.com      

 

Animalia Exotica Importers and 

sellers of fine Hides Skins and Rugs 

soft supple and absolutely beautiful long 

lasting luxury in your life. 

http://www.animaliaexotica.com.au/ 

mailto:info@thestampplace.com
http://www.tazitiger.com/
http://www.animaliaexotica.com.au/

